DUTCH COMPANY LIKELY TO RECONSTRUCT LITHUANIAN AIRPORT. Lithuanian Prime 
Minister Adolfas Slezevicius told a press conference on 9 March that the Dutch electronics company Philips 
appears to have won the contest to convert the former Soviet military airport at Zokniai to commercial use. 
Philips estimates that the reconstruction can be carried out within a year at a cost of about $24 million and that 
the investment can be recouped within seven years if there are at least 13 flights a day. Zokniai is one of the 
largest air bases in Europe. After runways and lighting are repaired and a new navigation system installed, it 


will be a major competitor among European commercial airports. -- Saulius Girnius, OMRI, Inc. 


U.S. VICE PRESIDENT VISITS TALLINN. Al Gore, accompanied by Estonian President Lennart Meri, 
flew to Tallinn from Copenhagen on 13 March for a six-hour visit. In a public address at Town Hall Square, 
Gore said: "No outside power should ever again cast a veto over your future; you must not be consigned to a 
'gray zone’ of fear and uncertainty." He witnessed the signing of a U.S.-Estonian memorandum on 
environmental protection in which the U.S. pledges $2 million for the clean-up of the former Russian submarine 
base at Paldiski. Gore also met with the three Baltic prime ministers. He proposed that the three countries take 


part in the development of an air traffic control system in Central Europe. -- Saulius Girnius, OMRI, Inc. 


US BUSINESS DELEGATION TOURS BALTIC STATES. Ruth Harkin, president of the US Overseas 
Private Investment Corporation, headed a delegation of banking, telecommunications, transport, and energy 
specialists who visited Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia on 6-10 March. The purpose of the tour was to help 
American companies find suitable partners for investments. Several agreements were reached, including a saw 
mill project worth $4 million in Lithuania and telecommunications projects in Latvia. President Bill Clinton 
expressed support for strengthening economic ties with the Baltic States at a conference on trade and investment 
in Eastern Europe that took place in Cleveland in January. The tour can be seen as a concrete follow-up to the 


conference. -- Saulius Girnius, OMRI, Inc. 
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